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out of the College with a minimum of intellectual
exertion, but also prevented the enforcement of strict
discipline. The Court of Directors, through its Col-
lege Committee, reserved to itself, up to the time of
Melvill's appointment, the right to supervise and some-
times to modify the decisions of the College faculty.
This was well known to the students, and relatives of
influential Directors occasionally took unfair advan-
tage of their position. The root of the evil, however,
lay even more in the fact that the tradition of early dis-
turbances had fixed in the public mind a firmly rooted
idea of the disorderliness of Haileybury students.
These early disturbances occurred during the weak
administration of Dr. Henley, and seem to have been
due in no small degree to the disparity of age among
the student body, and to the mistaken attempt to treat
all the students according to school methods.
Malthusl describes at length in his pamphlet the
inherent difficulties in maintaining order during the
first period of the East India College. He points
out that, since some students were admitted at eighteen
or nineteen and others at fifteen or sixteen, for a two
years* course of residence, it was not possible to sepa-
rate the senior from the junior class, and to make
effective use of the former for the maintenance of
good order. He next remarks that some of the stu-
dents did not want to go to India, but had been sent to
the College against their own will, so that they felt
that their only chance of avoiding the hated exile was
1 Malthus, pp. 65-81.